ABKC JUNIOR HANDLER MERIT TEST
1. Sit/Stay OR Stand/Stay on Command:
This section gets the dog and Handler in sync and ready for the following sections. This
also mimics what the Jr Handler and dog are expected to perform in the ring, but will
This exercise demonstrates that the dog can obey a basic sit/stay or stand/stay
command. With the Handler to the side or front of the dog, the Handler gives the dog a
sit/stay OR stand/stay command. The dog must sit and stay OR stand and stay and
remain in this position until released by the Jr Handler. The dog should be able to
remain in this position for 10 seconds. The Handler may talk to the dog throughout the
exercise. This test shows the connection between the Handler and their dog and shows
that the Jr Handler has control of the dog. It also puts the dog in a working mode to flow
into the remainder of the exams.
2. Meeting a Friendly Stranger and Allowing To Be Petted:
This exercise demonstrates that the dog will allow a friendly stranger to approach and
touch it while it is out with its Jr Handler. The dog is to sit and stay OR stand and stay at
the handler's side. The Evaluator will walk up and greet the Jr Handler. The dog is to
remain in the sit/stay OR stand/stay position. When asked, the Evaluator will proceed to
pet the dog on the head. The dog should show no shyness or aggression. As with all
exercises, this section mimics what is expected of a Jr Handler and dog in the ring when
the judge is walking up for examination. It is also important at a show venue grounds or
out in public for the Jr Handler to have their dog under control.
We are allowing the stand/stay for exercises as some of the dogs have never been
taught to sit as they are show dogs and do not sit in the ring. We do not want to
undermine their training.
3. Appearance and Grooming:
This practical exercise demonstrates that the dog will allow being groomed and
examined and will allow someone, such as a family member, veterinarian, groomer or
judge to do so. It also demonstrates the Jr Handler's care, concern and sense of
responsibility. The Evaluator lightly inspects the dog to determine if it is clean and
groomed, similar to a ring examination. The dog must appear to be in healthy condition
(clean, healthy and alert). The Jr Handler should supply a brush commonly used on the
dog. The Evaluator then softly brushes the dog, and in a natural manner, lightly
examines the ears and gently picks up a front foot. It is NOT necessary for the dog to
hold a specific position during the examination, and the Jr Handler may talk to the dog,
praise it and give encouragement throughout. The dog must show no sign of shyness or
aggression.
This exercise mimics the ring examination with a judge going over the dog and the Jr
Handler having control. This is also important when in public.
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4. Walking the dog through a Crowd:
This exercise reinforces that the Jr Handler is in control of the dog in a public situation.
The dog may be on either side of the handler. The dog should be responding to the Jr
Handler's movements and changes of direction. The dog need not be perfectly aligned
with the Jr Handler and need not sit when the Jr Handler stops. The Evaluator will ask
the Jr Handler to go on a forward, short walk past at least 2 people. The dog should
remain with the Jr Handler continuing forward with the Jr Handler and not stop or jump
on the other people. The Jr Handler may talk to the dog along the way, praise the dog,
or give commands in a normal tone of voice. The extra persons are not to make any
contact with the Jr Handler or the dog.
Once again this exercise mimics what is expected of the Jr Handler in a show setting,
moving from crate to ring. It is also important for the safety of both in public.
5. Reaction to another Dog:
This exercise demonstrates that the dog can behave politely around other dogs. One
adult handler with a dog and the Jr Handler with their dog should approach one another
from a distance of about 20 feet. The adult handler and the Jr Handler should pass one
another without contact or aggression. Both adult handler and Jr Handler will keep their
dogs on the outside while passing. The dogs should show no more than casual interest
in each other. Neither dog should go to the other dog or its handler. The Jr Handler may
talk, encourage or give commands through the exercise.
This exercise mimics what is expected of a Jr Handler in the ring with other dogs and to
and from crate to ring. It is also important when they are in public for both their safety.
6. Coming When Called:
This exercise demonstrates that the dog will come when called by the Jr Handler. The
Evaluator will give the Jr Handler at least a 10' lead. The Jr Handler will place the dog in
a sit/stay OR stand/stay position and shall remain there. With the lead still in hand, the
Jr Handler will walk 10 feet from the dog, turn to face the dog, and call the dog. The Jr
Handler may use conversation or encouragement to get the dog to come. The dog
should respond to the command call quickly.
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7. Dealing with distraction
This final exercise demonstrates that the dog is confident at all times when faced with
common distracting situations. The Evaluator will present a noise distraction. Examples
of distractions may include dropping a chair, rolling a crate dolly past the dog or
dropping a crutch or cane. The dog may express natural interest and curiosity and/or
may appear slightly startled but should not panic, try to run away, show aggressiveness,
or bark. The Jr Handler may talk to the dog and encourage or praise it throughout the
exercise.
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